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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR: 

 

 

Hi there! My name is Eduardo Pando and along with Mauricio and Macarena we 

will be serving you as your committee directors for this CarMUN 2020 edition. I can 

start by saying that MUN is one of those activities that you fall in love with and 

continue to do just not because of the benefits or the effort it represents but just 

for fun. Throughout my journey in MUN I had the opportunity of meeting amazing 

people and learning many things that still help me in my day to day life. I had the 

opportunity to attend over 10 conferences during my high school years, and for 

sure I will attend a couple more in the future. Remember to do your best, learn, 

debate but above all have fun and enjoy MUN.  

 

Third Party Actors or just simply Press Corps has always been my favorite 

committee and the one I used to attend the most. The incredible way a press 

delegate can impact on the debate and a committee is simply amazing. As a 

press delegate you get the opportunity of not being limited to a certain 

procedure, you can have more freedom and let out your creativity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Study Guide – TPA – CarMUN 2020 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

The literal definition of press corps, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is “a group 

of news reporters who are located in a particular place or who follow a particular 

person”1. However, this definition does not provide any information about their 

importance for the world and for the United Nations. 

 

There is an old saying penned by Edward Button-Lytton in 1839: “The pen is 

mightier than the sword”. Although one may interpret it as the ability to 

communicate being more effective than direct violence, another valid way of 

defining this phrase is the ability to persuade the general public through the 

media as a way to avoid conflicts2. 

 

With this in mind, independent press is necessary to avoid the government 

controlling the beliefs and ideologies their citizens acquire. By allowing millions to 

understand and form their own opinions about the current events happening 

both locally and around the world in a trustworthy manner, the press allows for 

the compliance of Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

establishing that everyone has the right to express and receive information 

without any barriers withholding them3. In this way, press is an essential element of 

modern democracy, which nowadays contains a tremendous amount of 

different perspectives on the same topics.  

 

It is your task, as a press delegate, to defend the position of your organization 

while informing and incentivizing the debate about the issues that will be 

discussed during the conference.  
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HISTORY OF THE COMMITTEE: 

 

The Press Corps committee in Carmelitas Model United Nations 2020 is inspired by 

the U.N. Correspondents Association (UNCA), an organization in charge of 

informing the general public of the developments being done in the United 

Nations, its affiliated agencies, organizations and missions. Created in 1948, the 

association began with only 56 members, mostly representatives from American 

and Canadian Media. Nowadays, the association contains over 200 

correspondents and producers, representing publications, news agencies, and 

broadcasters from around the world4. 

 

On September 16th, 1955, the relationship between the UNCA and the Secretary 

General of the United Nations was established in an agreement between Dag 

Hammarskjöld and the UNCA executive committee. This agreement is embodied 

in the UNCA Constitution5 and annually by the General Assembly of the UN, most 

recently in 2018. 

  

This relationship is exemplified by reporters in discussion with the Secretariat, 

always in order to solve global issues. Because of this, the UNCA is considered as 

a direct connection between the public and the United Nations. 

 

 

 

ROLE OF A PRESS DELEGATE: 

 

The role of a press delegate can differ a lot from the traditional MUN delegate. In 

press you can have the opportunity to exp 

lore a new way of doing MUN but also apply other skills that can not be properly 

showcased in a “standard” committee. This can be really positive, and some 

people think of it as a privilege, but there is also a huge responsibility involved 
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during the process. A good press delegate must have the balance between 

creativity and formality in order to achieve a good experience in MUN, not only 

in the press committee but all MUN in general. 

 

● Change the flow of debate 

 

One of the main objectives of being a press delegate is having the ability but also 

the responsibility to change things in a committee and thus create new scenarios 

and generate new debate. 

This task can be completed in different ways. Even though the press is a 

committee where each delegate has the freedom to interact in the way they 

consider appropriate, sometimes delegates must be moderate and not produce 

content that can mislead or in other way distract other delegates from their goals 

as a committee. 

 

● Create a realistic but challenging scenario 

 

Even though the role of a press delegate is to bring emotions, interaction and in 

some way creativity to the committee, it's also important to remember that model 

UN is a serious activity that must be held with certain parameters and thus 

scenarios must be realistic and serious. 

 

Another important aspect of the role of a press corp, specially during model UN 

is to create scenarios that can put delegates into situations they must work on 

and prove their abilities in problem solving, negotiation and others. Sometimes 

committee directors may even give you certain guidelines press delegates must 

follow in other to achieve the desired results in the committee. 

 

 

COMMITTEE DYNAMICS: 

 

Since the Press Corps is a very peculiar committee, there are also major 

differences from the procedures with other committees. Some delegates may 

find it easy to comply with these dynamics, however if you are new to the press 

corps you must be familiar with certain dynamics before debating. 

  

● Interaction with other committees 
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Press delegates have the ability to attend different committees, and express their 

opinions and creations in front of other committees. You can freely move 

between committees and choose in which committee you would like to work in. 

Sometimes the chair may give advice and/or recommend certain committees 

for certain organizations. It is strongly recommended to follow the chair´s advice 

since those committees are the ones you are most probable to cover for the 

context. Additionally, it's important to mention that coordination with the chair of 

the committee you are working with is mandatory, especially when doing 

updates. Each chair has the final vote on each update you present to the 

committee and thus it's important to be in line with their requirements. 

 

● Pieces of Content 

 

Pieces of content for press corps are also different from that of the main model 

UN committees. Working papers, Draft Resolutions, Secret Actions and others are 

not present in press corps. However some really different documents can be 

presented, some of them are: 

 

○ Articles 

 

Articles are the most common pieces of content in press corps. They can have 

different characteristics, it really depends on the organization you are 

representing. When writing an article you must report certain situations in a 

specific committee, you can add an opinion but always respecting your 

organization's bias. 

 

○ Updates 

 

Updates are one of the common ways press corps interacts with other 

committees. When doing updates normally you get to present a couple of facts 

and “news” in order to create debate and/or challenges in committees. 

Sometimes, directors will allow the press delegates to receive questions from 

delegates, this aspect is really important and can increase or decrease the 

impact of the update in the committee. 

 

○ Videos 
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Videos can be a great and creative way of both doing articles or updates. Since 

this format is more attractive, especially for delegates, than traditional written 

papers. The updates presented in this format can have a greater impact and is 

also a great way of showcasing your abilities as a press corp. Remember that 

videos are subject to the same guidelines presented for other pieces of content 

and thus must respect policies and bias of the organizations. 

 

○ Infographics 

 

Infographics are a great way to highlight a certain situation happening in the 

world. Many times it's possible to add different issues with correlation. You can 

add statistics, photos, statements and any other piece of information as long as 

bias and policies are respected. 

 

○ Other (Polls/Banners) 

 

Although it's not mandatory to create widespread social media accounts, polls 

or banners, sometimes press delegates can use these as an aid to the pieces of 

content showcased above. Having more presence in a committee by doing 

other stuff can increase the impact of your updates. Remember that the press is 

a more flexible committee, and thus many ideas can be put into practice while 

respecting guidelines and biases. Remember that there is no limit in the creativity 

a piece of content may have, as long as guidelines are respected.  

 

● Special Activities 

 

Sometimes under the discretion of the chair, some activities can take place, they 

are not mandatory in a model UN but it's important to have them in mind if the 

situation allows for one of them to take place.  

 

● Press Conferences 

 

Usually many organizations can gather into a specific committee and for a 

certain period of time ask questions to the delegate about a certain topic and/or 

update. 

 

● Team Work 
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From time to time the chair may ask two or more organizations to collaborate in 

a certain update. Other types of organization interaction can be presented in 

committee in the form of dynamics, activities, group feedback and others. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Here are some series of recommendations, so then you can develop more 

experience as a Press Corp. 

 

● Our first recommendation is following the policy from your newspaper. With 

a well-defined policy, knowing the position your paper has on the topics 

will take less time. The following image is a Media Chart7, which represents 

reliability on the vertical axis and bias on the horizontal axis. This tool will help 

you to comprehend the newspaper you represent in a much easier way.  

 

● Another recommendation is finding the right balance between the quality 

& quantity of your work.  It is not necessarily the quantity that makes the 

work, but the quality that you put into it. Finding the middle ground will allow 

you to develop the jobs you do more efficiently. 
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● When it is time to make updates, make sure they are realistic. This doesn't 

mean that they do not need to be creative, rather they must be possible in 

real life. Working with veracity above all, but always pleasing the course of 

the committee.  

● Do not forget to organize yourself well with the time they give you to 

accomplish your labor. Remember that there is a limited time for each job 

you are assigned for. Establish your priorities well and leave your own time 

margin between one activity and another to ensure that you can perform 

all the tasks comfortably and certain in the allotted time.  

 

● Study your media organization and try to understand its core values and 

ideology. As your obligation as a Press, make sure to represent in the best 

way the position that your newspaper takes part throughout the 

committee. 

 

● Structure before you talk. When you introduce yourself, you can get really 

nervous, but if you already have a clear idea of what you are going to say 

you will be able to express yourself with more precision.  

 

● Focus on one thing at a time. During the committee several speeches will 

be presented, so do not get confused trying to capture everyone's 

speeches, instead focus on one idea per time and by doing this you will 

avoid various incoherent works. 

 

● Also, while writing articles find appropriate images that will match with them 

to make them look more complete and allow for additional interpretation 

for the delegates in the committee.  

 

● When you refer to delegates, do not express them by their names, but as 

the country they represent. An example would be “The delegate of India,” 

which refers to them too, except that it seems more proper and 

respectable.  

 

● The title must be precise and clear. It will be responsible for defining whether 

or not it captures the reader's attention since it is the first impression it will 

leave on the reader.  
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● Preparing a backup research will help you through the committee. This tool 

will guide you in case you find yourself lost between issues, solutions, etc. 

that are mentioned in the course of the committee and it will allow you to 

comprehend it in a much quicker and easier way. If you feel confident in 

the research you make, then that confidence will come through your works. 

 

● Keep in mind that word choice is essential when doing your work. This will 

differentiate each delegate's work, as some will hold the audience's 

attention and make their work seem much more interesting. 

 

● And ultimately, avoid redundancy. Go straight to the point and focus on 

what matters the most, and enrich your work with different pieces of 

information to sustain and validate your work. 

 

 

CLOSING REMARKS: 

 

In order to conclude with the Study Guide, here are some closing remarks to 

highlight a few last observations: 

  

● Obviate both direct & indirect slurs in the work you realize. Any offensive 

work towards other delegates will not be tolerated as we do not promote 

that kind of behavior. Always keeping the respect for each other as a 

priority. 

 

● Maintain the reader interested. One of our duties as a Press Corp is to 

please the audience through the works we make. Because of this,  keep in 

mind that the news that attracts the most attention from the rest will have 

a major impact on the committee. However, there must be some 

moderation, which is why you should make sure even the most uneventful 

of articles are interesting to read. 

 

● Bringing materials such as articles, updates, videos, etc. made before the 

first session of the committee will not be accepted in CarMUN 2020, 

however; preparing some notes, templates, and statistics that can be 

presented over the course of the committee is valid. 
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● And finally, don't be afraid to express yourself and elaborate newfangled 

works. Follow your instincts and make sure you feel proud of everything you 

are going to accomplish during the committee.   

 

Additionally we will request each delegate to send a presentation email, and tell 

us about your expectations during the conference. Remember that you can 

always contact the chair if any doubt arose prior to the conference.  

 

Email: press.carmun@gmail.com  

 

BLOG POSTS: 

 

In this year conference we will replace position papers for blog posts, delegates 

will receive one question per week, starting three weeks before CarMUN. The 

questions must be answered before the deadline, delegates will have the 

opportunity not only to answer the question, but to comment other delegates 

responses. For more information we encourage you to read the Delegates 

Handbook, published in our webpage, www.carmunperu.org 

  

The first question will be posted on October the 2nd and must be answered before 

October 8th 11:59pm. The second question will be posted on October the 9th and 

must be answered before October 15th 11:59pm. The third and last question will 

be posted on October the 16th and must be answered before October 21st 

11:59pm. You must answer the questions and is optional for press delegates to 

comment on the answers of other delegates. 

 
To access your committee's blog posts click in this link: https://tpa-

blogpost.blogspot.com/. 
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Este documento, en su totalidad, pertenece al Colegio 

Nuestra Señora del Carmen, y fue elaborado para uso 

exclusivo del Carmelitas Model United Nations. Queda 

prohibida su reproducción parcial y/o total, sin 

consentimiento previo y por escrito por parte de sus 

autores. 


